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The Things that Hashem wants

This week's parasha begins: ֵהם
֑ ֶ ַויַּקְ ֵ ֣הל מֹשֶׁ֗ ה ֶ ֽאת־כָּ ל־ﬠ ַ ֲ֛דת ְבּנֵ ֥י יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵ ֖אל ו ַ֣יּ ֹאמֶ ר אֲ ל
שׂת אֹ ָ ֽתם׃
ֹ ֥ ר־צוָּ ֥ה ה' ַל ֲﬠ
ִ  אֵ֚ לֶּה הַ ְדּבָ ִ ֔רים אֲ ֶשׁ- Moses then assembled the entire Jewish
community and said to them: These are the things that the Hashem has commanded
you to do: What exactly are the things that Hashem commanded us to do? Even
though they are not listed for us, the word  הַ ְדּבָ ִ ֔ריםgives us a hint to what they are.
Each letter teaches us what we need to do in this world. But not only that if
one follows the correct path given then the outcome will too be great. That outcome
is also hinted to us by the word הַ ְדּבָ ִ ֔רים.
The  הstands for השכמת בית המדרש. This tells us that from the moment we
wake up in the morning we should pray and learn in the bet midrash. The  דstands
for דרך ארץ. This tells us to have Derech Eretz [courtesy] for other. The  בstands for
ברור הלכה. This tells us to learn halacha clearly so that if a situation arises one
doesn't permit something that is prohibited or prohibit something permitted. The ר
stand for רחמים על הבריאות. This tells us to have mercy on G-d's creation especially
on people. The  יstands for יראת שמים. This tells us to have fear of Heaven. Lastly
the  מstands for מצבות ומעשים טובים. This tells us to keep the Mitzvoth and
perform good deeds.
The outcome of following “These Things” are: That Hashem will make us
successful []הצלחה. Hashem will give us the ability to understand []דעת.
Sometimes we do something thinking that we are doing something proper when in
reality it might be against the Torah. In our eyes we fail to see what the problem
with our actions might be and  דעתhelps us see through the right lens. Hashem will
also give us children []בנים ובנות. He will heal us []רפואה. Hashem will give us
salvation and perform many miracles for us []ישועת. Lastly the  מtells us that
~ R’ Yosef Akilov
Hashem will open our Mazal []מזל.
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Weekly Ethics
,ובא יראה כמה גדלה מעלת התשובה
שאמרו רבותינו זכרונם לברכה במקום
שבעלי תשובה עומדים אין צדיקים
 שבעל, והענין הוא.גמורים יכולים לעמד
, שדבקתו הרעה,תשובה בא לידי נסיון
. ונצול ממנה,הינו הסטרא אחרא
The value of Teshuva is so great that
the Sages taught (Berachot 34B) in
the place where penitents stand even
the wholly righteous cannot stand.
The reason for such honor and
respect is because the penitent was
tested and although impurity cling
onto them, they escaped into purity.

מים חיים עמ׳ קח

'ר־צוָּ ֥ה ה
ִ ֶתּוֹרה אֲ שׁ
֔ ָ ַ ז ֹ֚את ח ַ ֻ֣קּת ה- "This is the statute of the Torah which Hashem commanded etc." (Bamidbar 19:2)
The Sages taught that a person should not state that they do not wish to partake in the meat of a boar because it is
unbearable (or the like), rather one should state that they would enjoy to partake in the meat of a boar but instead they do
not for Hashem commanded them not to. [This increases one's merit when performing the Mitzvot for the sake of Hashem.]
That, then, is the allusion in our Pasuk, "This is the statute of the Torah" and the performance of the Mitzvot, one must
perform them because "Hashem commanded."
בן איש חי דרשות

 ל ֹא ְתבַ ﬠֲרוּ אֵ שׁ ְבּכֹל מ ְֹשׁבֹתֵ יכֶ ם ְבּיוֹם הַ שַּׁ בָּ ת- "You shall not kindle fire in any of your dwelling places on
Sabbath." (Shemot 35:3)
The commentators explained that the essence of Shabbat is Shalom, peace. That is why Moshe commands the
nation not to kindle any "fire," i.e. anger and/or quarrels on Shabbat. If such acts are forbidden even during the
week, how much more so are they forbidden on Shabbat which stands for peace.
כִּ סֵּ א דָּ וִ ד ְדּרוּשׁ יא
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