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This week's Parasha starts out Y2p$ a 25929 R 82 792 20 172
ST % W oY - Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s life—came to one
hundred years and twenty years and seven years. It's interesting to point out
that when the years are split into hundreds and tens the Hebrew word for
"years" is MW [in the singular form] but when the Torah writes about the ones
the word for years is 2°1¥ [in the plural sense]. This is to teach us a valuable
lesson in humility. The larger numbers ten to infinity are referred to as a
singular year whereas the small numbers from one to nine are referred to as
plural years. So too in life if a person walks around thinking he is BIG at the
end Hashem will show him he is nothing. But if a person walks around in
humility at the end Hashem will elevate him and make him GREAT.

Another great lesson is learned just a few verses later. When time
comes for Avraham to bury his wife he seeks out Ephron the owner of the
plot known as the Me’arat HaMach'pela. Back in Avraham's time this was
just a cave [not like it is today], and Ephron said don't worry it's your for
FREE. However when Avraham mentioned money Ephron said ok just give
me 400 silver coins.

If we are to calculate the 400 silver coins that Ephron asked for in
today's currency it would equate to about $10 million. How can he have
changed so drastically? Based on this incident our sages taught us a big
lesson: If a person talk big be cautious because he isn't happy with his lot
and wants more.

Such a person is called ¥y7 1Y [evil eye]. The Torah testifies to Ephron
being the first person with such a title. When the Torah has Ephron's name
written it is spelled 1199» however when it comes time to pay him what he
wanted the name is spelled 198y. If we look closely the numerical value of
199w is 400. This is the same not only of the sum he asked for but also the
numerical value of ¥7 7°¥. From this our sages teach that he is the epitome of
what 1 7V 1s.

This knowledge can also serve as a great "Segulah". We are always *

worried about the evil eye hoping it doesn’t harm us. The best way to
guarantee this is by being happy with one’s lot. When your eyes are happy
with what you have no "evil eye" can harm you.

~ R’ Yosef Akilov
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
Mincha 4:15 PM
Candle Lighting 4:23 PM
Friday Night Shiur  8:00 PM
Shacharit 8:30 AM
SHEMA (MA) 8:26 AM
SHEMA (GRA) 9:08 AM
Mincha 4:00 PM
SUNSET 4:40 PM
Shabbat Ends 5:24 PM
Rabbenu Tam 5:53 PM

SHORT & SWEET
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%52 - “And Avraham was old,
advanced in days, and Hashem
blessed Avraham with everything
tc.” (Bereshit 24:1)

Despite all the wealth that
Avraham Avinu acquired he
always viewed himself as if he
was embarking on a long journey
overseas. Just like an individual
that sets sail for a long voyage
prepares supplies and food while
still on dry land, so too Avraham
Avinu prepared for his distant
journey to the next world while
still alive in this world. As a
result, Avraham Avinu
constantly increased his tzedakah
and goods deeds, and as a reward
“Hashem blessed Avraham with

everything.”
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1. Which four things speed up the
aging process?

2. What was Yitzhak praying for
when Eliezer arrived with Rivka?
3. Why did Eliezer give Rivka
new clothes?
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If it becomes apparent that an individual is extremely
meticulous when it comes to a certain Mitzvah,
exerting much effort to fulfill it, then it is a sign that
this individual was reincarnated in order fix that
Mitzvah. It may be that it was lacking in their prior
life and they have come to the world now to fix that
which was distorted.
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A Torah scholar is judged accordingly based on his

Torah knowledge. If the Sages teach that his

unintentional mistakes are viewed as intentional

(because of his duty to clarify the law) [Baba Metzia

33B) how much more so do his Mitzvoth have to be

preformed with fine precision and care. In fact,

Hashem is particular in judgement with a Torah

scholar up to even a hairsbreadth (Yevamot 121B).

Consequently, if a Torah scholar has returned to this

world to fix a prior blemish, his Tikkun, or correction,

needs to be all the more greater, both is quality and
quantity, according to his level in Torah.
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Everything is dependent on one's speech. When one
defiles their mouth with improper types of speech
then he is surely able to stumble in other areas of sin.
One may determine the status of an individual,
righteous or wicked, merely through their speech. If
his speech is dirty and improper then it is certain this
individual is filled with many sins.
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The litmus test to determine if one's own heart is

sincerely devoted to Hashem is to thank and praise
Hashem for the bad just as one does for the good.
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op7 097 8177970 - "Please bring forth before me _the  day
etc." (Bereshit 24:12)
There is no doubt that the prosecution of the Satan was at
full force the day Eliezer went on his mission to find
Yitzhak a spouse. This spouse will pave the road for the
birth of the Jewish nation and the Satan, understandably,
will do everything in his power to stop it. Eliezer,
therefore, pleads to Hashem to nullify the prosecution of
the Satan by bringing forth the power of " the day." That
known day is none other than Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur
has the strength to not only prevent the Satan from
prosecuting but to even turn his claims into advocacy.
(Although that day was not Yom Kippur) Eliezer was
praying that the power of Yom Kippur be present for him
now for this important moment.
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oy 770 820m) - "Now the maiden was very fair to look upon,
a virgin whom no man had known, she went down to the
spring, and she filled her pitcher etc. (Bereshit 24:16)
(Why is it necessary to state that Rivka was a virgin _and
that no man had known her? Seemingly, that is redundant.)
The Sages taught that this was the first day Rivka had left
the confines of her home. It was through divine providence
that she had done so this day in order to fulfill the request
of Eliezer. That is the meaning of the Pasuk here, "no man
had known her." Not only was she a virgin but even her
appearance was not known to anyone. It was because of
this great merit of modesty that Hashem protected her
when she did go out on that day. Hashem ensured that all
the passersby would lower their eyes, being able to only
see the ground in front of them. Rivka went to the spring
and filled her pitcher without any machinations of the
Satan or the like.
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