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There are a lot of interesting lessons we learn from this week’s parasha. This we read
how Noach a Tzadik in Hashem’s Eyes was commanded to build an ark to save his family
from the incoming flood. There is a famous debate whether Noach would be deemed a Tzadik
had he been lived in Avraham Avinu’s time. There are arguments to support both sides and the
jury is still out on this.

If we read further into the parasha the Pasuk says 2°¥298) 275 25¥298 YINT-5Y 00537 572
7959 - And the rain was upon the earth for forty days and forty nights. 1t is also known that
the waters of the Mabul were boiling hot. Why does the Torah need to tell us that the rain
lasted for 40 days? Also what was the reason the water was boiling? The Bereshit Raba [Perek
32 Para 5] tells us that since the people of the generation violated the commandments of the
Torah which was given down after Moshe ascended for 40 days and 40 nights Hashem
punished the generation of the flood for 40 days and 40 nights with rain.
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Rav Eliyahu Haltamari in Chut Shel Hesed asks a very strong question. If the waters
were boiling hot then the people would not have survived after the 1st day of rain, so what was
the purpose of continuing the rain? The answer he gives is amazing. He says that the people
made the entire world impure through their actions. That impurity was seeped into the earth
causing the entire earth to be impure. When we come across items of impurity there are 2
things that are needed to purify them. Sometimes we need to do Hagalah [place the item inside
a boiling pot] in order to purify the item. At other times we need to also take that pot to a
Mikvah [for example if we received that pot from a non-Jew].

In order for a Mikvah to be kosher it must contain 40 seah of water. Hashem needed to
fill the entire inch of the world with 40 seah of water. Each day it would rain enough to cover 1
seah of boiling water so that after 40 days the world was immersed in a pool of a kosher
boiling Mikvah. This purified the earth from all the filth that it absorbed during those
generations. This is why , he says, it had to rain for all 40 days even though there were no
more inhabitants around.

Further on in our parasha after the flood subsides an interesting midrash brings down
how Noach comes out of the Ark and decides to plant a vineyard to do a wine offering to
Hashem. When the Satan sees this he approaches Noach and tells him that he can make the
grapes grow fast. Noach was excited to hear that the vineyard would be ready quickly and
agreed. So the Satan planted the seeds then took a sheep, slaughtered it and spilled it's blood
over the planted seed. Then he took a monkey, a lion, and a pig and did the same. Instantly the
vineyard grew and Noach drank and became intoxicated [forgetting to bring a wine offering to
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o7 - "And Hashem caused a
spirit to pass over the earth,
and the waters subsided etc."”
(Bereshit 8:1)
If one literally takes the word
spirit (M7) and passes it over
the word earth (yX) the
words white light (0¥ 7X)
emerge. This is an allusion to
the abundant mercy and
kindness of Hashem that
created a sweetened
judgement thereby causing
the waters to subside.
Nn”"n Nd12

Hashem.

Based on this midrash my father A"H used to say that when a person starts drinking he |

is 1st very sheepish and kind to those around him. Then the next few shots he takes he starts
acting like a monkey kissing those around him and laughing. If he continues to drink he then
starts getting angry and starts fights with people like a lion. Lastly if he continues drinking
even more he ends up in the restroom throwing up like a pig.

This midrash also teaches us another lesson, that it’s not always good if something
comes to us too easily. As our sages tell us if someone tells you “I didn’t toil and found the
Torah don’t believe him.”

< Shabbat Shalom U’Mevorach

~R’ Yosef Akilov

1. How long did the Tzadik
Noach live?

2. What did Noach and Shlomo
HaMelech have in common?

3. When did the Mabul begin?

4. What creature did Noach bless
that it should never die and why
did he bless it?
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[Hashem created numerous limbs and organs in the
individual] He created the eyes, which are precious
instruments, in order to use them to gaze upon the Torah
and its Mitzvot. However, the imbecile uses them to
gaze upon improper, forbidden and sinful things.
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Hashem created the ears, wherein lies the sense of
hearing, in order to listen to words of Torah and
Mitzvot. However, the imbecile defiles them by using
them to listen to words of evil and filth.
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Hashem created the mouth, tongue, palette and teeth,
wherein lies the ability of speech, in order to speak
words of Torah and wisdom. However, the imbecile

uses them for idle chatter, mockery, Lashon Hara and
the like.
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Hashem further created hands for man in order to use
them for the Torah and Mitzvot. However, the imbecile
utilizes them for profane, wicked matters.
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Hashem created the brain, heart and kidneys for man in
order to use them in the service of Hashem, Torah
learning and performance of the Mitzvot. However, the
imbecile uses them to ponder wasteful, improper and
filthy ideas.
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The imbecile sees with his own eyes the proper and
honorable uses for each of the limbs in his body, yet he
abandons them and instead uses them for filthy and
disgraceful purposes. He is desecrating consecrated
items and as a result his sin is too grave - he requires
atonement. One should return to Hashem - and he will
surely have mercy and compassion towards him.
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(Bereshit 6:9)

When an individual's actions are pleasant (1) towards the
people, consequently, he will be loved by the people
allowing him to find favor (j7) in their eyes. That is
alluded to in this Pasuk; the offspring or reward of
someone who is pleasant (7i) towards his peers is (773)
favor and charisma (j11 - 03 spelled backwards).
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ND2NN) 0NN YN 032 TV I 771 - "And Noah begot three

sons: Shem, Ham, and Yafet." (Bereshit 6:10)

Permissible speech can be broken down into three parts.
The first category is the speech done while learning Torah.
This is alluded to in the name Shem (2w) because it has the
same numerical value as the word book (790) - a reference
to the Torah. The second category is the speech one does
in understanding nature and the way of the land. That is
alluded to in the name Yefet (n9°) - which means beautiful
- because understanding the beauty and wonders of
Hashem creations is also a beneficial task. Lastly, one
engages in speech pertaining to matters of business in
order to sustain oneself with food, clothes and water. This
is alluded to in the name Ham (2n) - meaning heat -
because with this speech one continues the heat of their
body by obtaining food, clothes and water. Interestingly
enough, the first letters of these three words no> an aw
spell the word Mm% - meaning conversation - teaching us
that one’s speech and conversations should only revolve
around these three permissible subjects.
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