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This week’s Parasha it says 0P8 ' 2192 0392 b7 0°2%31 0OX... - You are
standing this day, all of you, before Hashem your G-d... we learned before that when
the Torah says the word oy it is talking about Rosh Hashanah. This Parasha always
comes out the week preceding Rosh Hashanah. The Pasuk says today [Rosh Hashanah]
you stand before Hashem [Attribute of Mercy] and 02°p%& [Attribute of Strict Justice].

As we know when a person stands in front of Hashem for judgment under His
Midat HaRachamim then he is able to stand the judgment since the Mida of mercy will
likely grant the person a favorable judgment. However to stand before Hashem for
judgment under His Mida of Din is not as simple. As we know when Hashem first
created the world He created it with strict justice [2°p7X], and He ended up destroying
the world and starting over again. It was only when the world was created with the
Mida of Rachamim that the world continued to exist. Similarly when a person stands
before Hashem under His Mida of Din it is less likely that he will come out with a
favorable verdict.

Here however Moshe told the People that they all stand before Hashem under
both Attributes, Mercy and Strict Justice. Our Mefarshim tell us that these were words
of encouragement, so how is it that they are still standing? Shouldn't they be terrified by
the attribute of 2°p?X? One answer is that when we mix the attribute of Din with Mercy
we get a merciful Judgement. Like we always say Coffee by itself is bitter but once you
add just a little bit of Sugar the coffee becomes sweet.

But what sparks the combination of the two Midot? That the Pasuk tells us is
Unity. The Pasuk says that YOU [anX] are standing before Hashem your G-d. Once
there is unity between the Jewish people then the Mida of Rachamim is activated and
turns Din into Mercy.

Before Rosh Hashanah this is a very vital lesson, we must be united by
forgiving each other. Yes sometimes it is hard but we must try and remember that
Hashem runs the world and life is His Will, so if it seems anyone has wronged us it was
Hashem’s Will.

But the Megalei Amukot gives yet another interpretation of how to get the
favorable judgment that we seek. He says don’t read the word anX rather read it nnx
[Truth]. We stand before Hashem only when we are there with truth and
wholeheartedly. When we do His Mitzvoth and Spread His Torah for the truth and not
for our personal gain. My father AH used to say why is Hashem’s stamp nnX? Because
the Torah is made up of the letters of the Alef-Bet. X is the first letter, » is the middle
letter and n is the last letter, so when one is Truthful he is keeping the entire Torah.

For all these reasons this Parasha comes out the week immediately preceding
Rosh Hashanah. To teach us the recipe for a favorable judgment before Yom HaDin.

~R. Yosef Akilov
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
Mincha 6:30 PM
Candle Lighting 6:45 PM
Shacharit 8:30 AM
SHEMA (MA) 9:02 AM
SHEMA (GRA) 9:43 AM
Derasha 5:15 PM
Mincha 6:15PM
SUNSET 7:02 PM
Shabbat Ends 7:43 PM
Rabbenu Tam 8:15 PM
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The Sages taught that the
individual blowing the Shofar
should hold the Shofar so that it
is visible from both ends. The
lesson being that one should
repent for sins on both sides of
the spectrum: sins between man
and his Creator, alluded to in the
wide opening of the Shofar, as
well as sins between man and his
fellow man, alluded to in the

narrow opening of the Shofar.
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1. How is sin compared to a
disease?

2. Why is learning and
understanding the Torah easier
than we think it is?

3. Which four infamous cities did
Hashem burn as a result of their
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The main reason why people are superior to angels in their
service of Hashem is because of their Yetzer Hara that
constantly tries to deter them. Therefore, when one
overcomes their Yetzer Hara and fulfills the Mitzvot his
reward is great. The larger the opposition is the greater the
value of the Mitzvah will be.
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No individual can claim with certainty that they will merit
to see the next day. In fact, the only thing one can claim is
that they are alive today. If one sincerely ponders these
thoughts, then it can be said that such an individual will
not come to sin (that day).
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There is no greater pain than the sight of a wicked
individual that is filled with sins; with each and every sin
the individual commits he is truncating another limb of his
unique soul showing no mercy to himself. There is no
heart crueler than his.
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True honor was bestowed upon Torah scholars in order to
exponentiate their reward in the World to Come. When
they are honored by the masses for their scholarship, yet
their ego does not fluctuate, it is a true indication that they
are humble and study Torah with pure intentions.
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Every pious individual must make great efforts in order to
sanctify themselves from improper thoughts of sin. In fact,
the Talmud (Yoma 29) warns that thoughts of sin are
worse than the sins themselves.
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"The hidden things belong to Hashem, but the revealed things
apply to us and to our children forever etc.”" (Devarim 29:28)

This verse may be expounded as follows. "If the hidden
things" which include our thoughts and intentions when
performing a Mitzvah, "belong to Hashem" and they are
pure, then, "the revealed things" which are our actions and
speech will "apply to us and to our children forever,"
namely, the Sitra Achara, impure forces, will have no
control or grasp over them.
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[There is a Mitzvah to blast the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah
and although it is a Hok, a commandment with no reason,
per say, nevertheless there are many allusions that can be
made.] The formation of a Shofar is narrow on one end
and wide on the other. One may suggest that the reason
that is so is in order to teach the Baal Teshuva that, just
like the Shofar, one must constantly widen their
repentance to include not only the major transgressions but
the minor ones as well.
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The Sages taught that the individual blowing the Shofar
should hold the Shofar so that it is visible from both ends.
The Hida (in a different context) taught that the lesson to
learn is that one should always take the middle path when
it comes to Teshuva. Thus, when repenting one must still
remain cognizant of Olam Haze — this world, in addition
to their new realization of Olam Haba — the next world.
One should set times for learning but one must also set
times to earn a living; not everyone is capable of living a
life only learning like Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai. Hence,
when holding the Shofar one must see both ends allowing
one take the middle path.
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