www.ShaareiEliyahu.orqg

Ellyahu

NN YD YIS

Sha'arel
Table Talk

This week's Parasha begins =,
s g If you go out to war agaznst your enemzes, and Hashem, your
God, will deliver him into your hands, and you take his captives. Rashi tells
us that this war is talking about an optional war [i.e. one that the Torah
doesn’t command us]. That is one “simple” understanding of this Pasuk.

There is a famous Hida that explains this Pasuk a little differently. The
Hida tells us that the enemy that the Pasuk is referring to is the Yetzer Hara.
So if we are to go out and fight against the Yetzer Hara them Hashem will
assist us and conquering him. The Hida brings proof to this through the Pasuk
itself. He says the Ist part of the Pasuk says if you go out against your
enemies [plural] while the latter part of the Pasuk says Hashem will deliver
him [singular] into your hands. The Hida says that these enemies are referring
to the Yetzer Hara as we have learned in the Gemara in Mesechet Sukkot 52a
which says that the Yetzer Hara has seven names: ¥9 X7 1"2pn — Hashem
called him evil, 598 7wn — Moshe called him uncircumcised, R p 77
N»v — David called him impure, 8272 %P 7220 — Shlomo called him enemy,
S1om WP 1YY — Yeshaya called him stumbling block, )38 WP SXpHT —
Yehezkel called him rock, *299¥ WR1p 9% — [and] Yoel called him hidden one.
The Gemara brings reason why each person called the Yetzer Hara by each
name, but the conclusion was that the Yetzer Hara isn’t just limited to one
name.

The Hida explains that the Pasuk says that you will go out to fight with
your enemies [the Yetzer Hara under all his disguises] and in the end Hashem
will deliver him to you, showing that all those battles were with just one
entity. And the Ben Ish Hai teaches that once we defeat him we will be able
to collect the sparks of holiness that the Yetzer Hara took from us.

This is why when we put on Tefillin every morning we wrap seven [full]
wraps, in order to subjugate each facade of the Yetzer Hara and the eighth
wrap [two half wraps] is to overpower him and take the sparks back. The
same goes true with the Seder Avodah on Yom Kippur. The Kohen does one
sprinkling of blood upward [when we read nnX] and then the Kohen sprinkles
seven times downward [when we read nrRY nnX until vawy nnX]. These seven
and one sprinklings are also corresponding to negate the seven facades of the
Yetzer Hara and to overcome him.

Hashem should help us win our wars with the Yetzer Hara. AMEN
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A7 pp PRV TRmons N¥D T
P poaeh T2 708 - "If you go
out to war against your enemies,
and Hashem, will deliver him
into your hands, and you take his
captives etc." (Devarim 21:10).

[The war referred to here
may be alluding to the war
against the Yetzer Hara].
When one succeeds in
defeating the Yetzer Hara
one will be able to take his
captives. These captives are
the sparks of holiness the
Yetzer Hara trapped from an
individual. However, they
are not lost forever, even
they will return.
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1. Why was a rebellious and
wayward so called “Ben Sorer
U’morer?

2. What do the five knots on
each corner of the Tzitzit
svmbolize?
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It is possible for an individual to do Teshuva with prayer,
supplications, tears, confessions and fasting only to destroy it
later that very same day. One does not realize that when they go
out, they steal in business, swear falsely, or speak Lashon Hara.
When they come home they cause disputations among the
members of their household climaxing with curses being uttered
in great anger. These situations allow the Yetzer Hara to absorb
all the good one did earlier that day. What can the individual
say they have accomplished.
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In truth, a person is not worthy of receiving the great abundance
of Hashem's sustenance through their own merits. Rather, it is
through the kindness and generosity of Hashem that one is able
to amass the needs one requires; that is the attribute of Hashem,
to do kindness with all living flesh.
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There are always two angels escorting an individual recording
the deeds he performs. When one holds a grudge and does not
forgive his friend these angels collude to reciprocate such
behavior toward the individual himself. Just as he exaggerated
the harm his friend did to him, so too, will these angels
exaggerate the harm he committed against Hashem.
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The first Mitzvah of the Torah is being fruitful and multiplying.
The Sages taught that the reason this is so is because the
Mitzvah of procreating is tremendously precious before
Hashem. Inversely, one that does not fulfill this Mitzvah
(intentionally) is abhorred by Hashem more than any other
Averah.
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"You shall not see your brother's ox or sheep straying, and ignore

them. [Rather,] you shall surely return them to your brother."
(Devarim 22:1)

One may ask, why does the Torah find it necessary to stress that
one must "surely return" the lost object, seemingly stating "you
shall return them" would have been sufficient. The explanation
may be based on an incident with Rebbi Hanina Ben Dosa
(Taanit 25A). The Talmud teaches that Rebbi Hanina Ben
Dosa's maidservant once chanced upon a group of hens. Rebbi
Hanina Ben Dosa, of course, instructed her not to partake of
their eggs. With time, these hens laid many eggs and became so
numerous that the maidservant could no longer care for them.
Rebbi Hanina Ben Dosa then decided to sell the eggs and the
chickens and purchase goats in their stead. Sure enough, one
day a passerby expressed the knowledge that he had lost a group
of hens in the area. Rebbi Hanina Ben Dosa, after determining
with Simanim (signs) that this was the truth, returned the goats
to the owner. Thus, it occurs that often times the finder of a lost
object may need to sell the lost object or its fruits to transfer
their value into a principle in order to one day return it all to its
owner. That, then, is the explanation of the Pasuk "you shall
surely return them" even if it occurs that you are returning a
great deal, the principle and its fruits, nevertheless you shall
surely return them.
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"He shall flog him with forty [lashes] etc.” (Devarim 25:3)
The Sages teach (Makkot 23A) that the whip used when
executing the punishment of lashes was made with the hide of a
calf. My son Rebbi Yaakov, Hashem protect him, explained that
this is so because the Jewish nation sinned with the image of a
calf in the desert and not an adult bull. Additionally, the Sages
teach that if the nation had not sinned until the two tablets
arrived with Moshe, they would have been guaranteed never to
sin ever again for the Zohama of the primordial snake would
have been permanently cleansed, ridding the nation of their
Yetzer Hara. [Thus, calf hide is used in order to rebuke the
individual that this flogging is a direct result of the sin of the
golden calf that occurred in the desert].
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